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Outcome of the 17th Meeting of the Expert Group on Hazardous 
Substances  

(EG HAZ 17-2022) 

 

Introduction  
0.1 The 17th Meeting of the Expert Group on Hazardous Substances was held online on 11 February 
2022. 

0.2 All the Contracting Parties to the Helsinki Convention, except for Lithuania, attended the 
Meeting, as well as Observers from ICES. The List of Participants is contained in Annex 1. 

0.3 The Meeting was chaired by Ms. Anita Künitzer, Germany, Co-Chair of the Group. Ms. Susanna 
Kaasinen, Associate Professional Secretary and Mr. Owen Rowe from the HELCOM Secretariat acted as 
secretaries of the Meeting. 

Agenda Item 1  Adoption of the Agenda 

1.1 The Meeting adopted the Agenda of the Meeting as contained in document 1-1. 

Agenda Item 2  Nomination and election of Chair/Chairs 

2.1 The Meeting re-elected Ms. Berit Brockmeyer as the Co-Chair of the group for a three-year term. 

2.2 The Meeting elected Ms. Anita Künitzer as the Co-Chair of the group for a three-year term. 

Agenda Item 3  Information from other processes 

3.1 The Meeting took note of the approved HELCOM project and the project application to the 
NEFCO BSAP Fund to support the HELCOM work on hazardous substances (document 3-1). 

3.2 The Meeting took note of the information on relevant EU processes: 

-  Water Framework Directive: Currently, substances are being selected for the fourth watch list, 
discussions are foreseen on how to consider some of the previous watch list substances (i.e., option 
to incorporate them under the priority substances list),  a deselection approach for WFD priority 
substances is ongoing,  a number of candidate substances for consideration for new EQS as well as 
revision of existing EQS dossiers is underway  (completion expected by end of Feb 2022 for Surface 
Waters), and  mandates and comparability to the SCHEER proposal (preliminary opinions on priority 
substance dossiers) will be revisited. For the impact assessment work, the OPC/targeted expert 
consultation is done and there are two stakeholder workshops, first one took place in 2021 and next 
one expected on 18 March 2022 (present current findings and incorporate any further evidence from 
stakeholders).  

- A report on effect based methods published in the end of 2021 could be of interest to the group, in 
particular the Biological Effects Team.  

- Marine Strategy Framework Directive: As part of the MSFD review process OPC/targeted 
consultation is done and the work is ongoing on the evaluation report/impact assessment. The 
JRC Review and analysis of MS monitoring programmes reports under MSFD art. 11 is ongoing and 

https://circabc.europa.eu/ui/group/9ab5926d-bed4-4322-9aa7-9964bbe8312d/library/5b2f9e69-e078-429f-94b7-b361d123e072/details
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the outcomes will feed into MSFD evaluation report as well as provide recommendations and needs 
for further harmonization at EU and regional level (similar to the in-depth assessment of art. 8, 9 and 
10). Regarding MSFD D8C3/C4, discussions are ongoing with all main relevant players (JRC, ENV, 
MOVE/EMSA, MARE, ECHO, IMO, Regional Agreements) under the MSFD Expert Group on 
Contaminants regarding the possibility to work towards an agreed/common reporting template that 
can feed into all relevant reporting frameworks. This would mean that all spill data (independently 
of origin, illegal/legal and volume) will be in the same place and would help get an overview of the 
real magnitude of the problem and potential areas of concern (which with current reporting systems 
does not appear feasible). Proposed option for the collection of those spill data is the EMODnet 
portal (run by DG MARE).  

3.3 The Meeting took note that the PLC-8 Implementation Group working on hazardous substances 
input assessments is looking for cooperation and synergies with EG HAZ and would be interested to hear 
more about the work of EG HAZ in the next meeting of PLC-8 IG in mid-March. The Meeting recalled that the 
Pollution Load Compilations implemented as projects since the 1980s include selected hazardous substance 
inputs to be assessed either annually or periodically in addition to nutrient input considerations.  

Agenda Item 4  The updated Baltic Sea Action Plan (2021) 

4.1 The Meeting took note that the HELCOM Ministerial Meeting 2021 held on 20 October 2021 in 
Lübeck, Germany, adopted the updated Baltic Sea Action Plan and a number of associated action documents 
and supporting documents (document 4-1, Presentation 1). 

4.2 The Meeting took note of the clarification that HELCOM 43-2022 will still provide more guidance 
on the implementation of the actions and the main groups will focus on the detailed planning of the 
implementation of the actions in spring 2022. 

4.3 The Meeting took note that the main focus will be on the implementation of the joint actions, 
but the groups will as a minimum exchange information on the implementation of the national actions.  

4.4 The Meeting invited the group members to bring forward actions that might still be unclear and 
make proposals to clarify their implementation or identify the support needed in PRESSURE 16-2022. 

Agenda Item 5  Update from Baltic Data Flows project 

5.1 The Meeting took note of the update from the Baltic Data Flows project. The Meeting took note 
that the project seeks to enhance the sharing and harmonization of data and that the work package 5 is 
focused on data and tools related to the hazardous substances assessment. 

Agenda Item 6  Approved ToRs of EG HAZ (post HOD 61-2021) and discussion on working mode to 
achieve this 

6.1 The Meeting recalled that HOD 61-2021 approved the Terms of Reference (ToR) for the HELCOM 
Expert Group on Hazardous Substances (EG HAZ) for 2022-2024 (document 6-1, Presentation 2). 

6.2 The Meeting discussed how to best organize the work to accomplish the tasks assigned for the 
group in the ToR and the BSAP actions and took note of the proposal of nine sub-teams to carry out some of 
the work intersessionally and report back to EG HAZ meetings twice a year. 

6.3 The Meeting recalled that previously EN-HZ has had two sub-teams: biological effects and 
sediment cores. 

6.4 The Meeting took note that the lead of the Biological Effects Team supports keeping the sub-
team and proposes that it should maintain its clear focus. 

6.5 The Meeting discussed that nine sub-teams might be too many and some of the proposed teams 
could be merged. The Meeting pointed out that since the sub-teams would report to EG HAZ meetings, all 
Contracting Parties would be kept informed and would have a possibility to discuss the work and proposals 

https://balticdataflows.helcom.fi/
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even if they would not have representatives in all sub-teams. The Meeting acknowledged that sub-teams 
with a narrower focus could be more efficient while it might be difficult for some Contracting Parties to take 
part in many sub-teams.  

6.6 The Meeting agreed that it would be good to re-evaluate the structure of the sub-teams after 
they have started working and consider if there is a need to change the structure. The Meeting took note 
that the aim is to have expertise best suited to each of the proposed the sub-teams.  

6.7 The Meeting agreed on the following nine sub-teams as a starting point for further discussion: 

- Strategic/holistic approach 

- Priority substances 

- Measures 

- Substances of emerging concern and screening 

- Pharmaceuticals 

- Monitoring 

- Indicators and assessment 

- Biological effects 

- Sediment cores 

6.8 The Meeting invited the Contracting Parties to nominate contacts and leads to the sub-teams 
by 28 February 2022 in an online document to be circulated by the Secretariat. The Meeting took note that 
some Contracting Parties might not be in a position to nominate team members at this stage but could 
indicate in which areas they could contribute in general (a broader categorisation will also be provided in the 
template). 

6.9 The Meeting agreed that if there is a lot of overlap with the nominations to some sub-teams, 
they could be merged (options discussed shown in slides 26 and 27 in Presentation 2), arranging their work 
internally within the team. 

6.10 The Meeting agreed to organize a two-hour intersessional meeting to agree on the structure for 
the sub-teams before the PRESSURE 16-2022 document deadlines and invited the Secretariat to make a 
doodle to find a suitable date. 

6.11 The Meeting agreed that the aim is that the sub-teams could already meet online or via 
correspondence in spring 2022 to develop proposals on prioritisation and how to bring the work forward that 
could be presented at the autumn meeting of EG HAZ. 

Agenda Item 7  HOLAS 3 and indicators 

7.1 The Meeting took note of information on further planning related to the HOLAS 3 process and 
an update related to indicators post HOD 61-2021 (document 7-1, Presentation 3). The Meeting took note 
that the process is still ongoing to clarify the remaining study reservations that were placed due to national 
consultations.  

7.2 The Meeting took note of the clarification that the Secretariat will provide relevant HOLAS 3 
documents for review for the group and that the national focal points will have an overview of the whole 
process and their national experts involved.  

7.3 The Meeting invited volunteers to help drafting the hazardous substances part of the thematic 
assessment on pollution in autumn 2022 to inform the Secretariat. The Meeting noted that the deadline for 
these reports to be finalized is 5 December 2022. The Meeting took note that help would be needed 
especially on pharmaceuticals and emerging substances and that the Secretariat will also contact certain 
experts later in the spring to ask for contributions. 
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7.4 The Meeting took note of the clarification that PAH metabolites can be utilized in HOLAS 3, as 
part of the indicator evaluations, noting that the metabolites output will be presented in the indicator report 
results section and utilised under the work of the Biological Effects sub-team, but not incorporated into the 
work on substance concentrations. 

7.5 The Meeting took note of the notes of the informal EN-HZ meeting held on 20 October 2021 
(document 7-2). 

7.6 The Meeting took note that a series of HOLAS 3 data reporting workshops were held to support 
Contracting Parties and their relevant organizations/personnel with any issues. The workshop series was 
divided based on topic and the second workshop in the series, held on 1 February 2022, addressed 
contaminants (document 7-3). 

7.7 The Meeting took note of the clarification that for the threshold value for Cd in the ‘extraction 
table’ it should read in brackets “whole organism” and pointed out that “whole organism=WO” should be 
added to the list of acronyms. 

7.8 The Meeting took note that Sweden has conducted a study to gain estimates for Cd and Pb 
conversion factors (liver, muscle, whole fish) and can share the results with the group. The Meeting took note 
that Denmark is also conducting a study on conversion factors and that the results are expected later in the 
year. 

7.9 Regarding copper data availability, the Meeting took note that at least some countries will be 
able to report on Cu in sediments and that the countries have been encouraged to report as much data as 
possible to the COMBINE database.  The Meeting recalled that as the Cu indicator was not used in HOLAS 2, 
it is not built in the MIME script currently, but could possibly be added there. The Meeting welcomed the 
offer by Sweden to assist in the matter, if needed, and noted that the Secretariat will discuss the issue with 
the MIME script developer. The Meeting also took note that the process is supported by an expert from 
OSPAR and that there are ongoing discussions between the HELCOM, OSPAR, AMAP Secretariats, and ICES 
to develop a project to automatize the system in a transparent way. 

7.10 The Meeting invited the Contracting Parties to check the document 7-3 by 27 February 2022 
and send the possible comments to the Secretariat (owen.rowe@helcom.fi). The Meeting invited the 
Secretariat to share the corrected version with the group as a revised document to the meeting site of this 
meeting.  

7.11 The Meeting took note that a workshop on HOLAS driver indicators focusing on input of 
hazardous substances (in particular PFASs and Diclofenac) was organized on 26 January 2022 and that the 
outcome of the workshop will be published shortly. The Meeting also took note that further work on this 
topic would be presented at a Workshop planned for May 2022. 

Agenda Item 8  Updates from EG HAZ teams and related projects (Sediment cores and Biological 
Effects) 

8.1 The Meeting took note of the notes from the informal meeting of the ‘EN-HZ Biological Effects 
Team’ held on 28 October 2021 (document 8-1). 

8.2 The Meeting expressed appreciation for the work of the team and the progress made. 

8.3 The Meeting took note of a proposal and initial terms of reference for a cooperation with OSPAR 
on reviewing and further developing monitoring guidelines for biological effects (document 8-4). 

8.4 The Meeting took note of the clarification that the proposed guidelines are connected to BSAP 
action HL13. 

8.5 The Meeting supported the proposal to be submitted to STATE&CONSERVATION 16-2022 for 
consideration.  

mailto:owen.rowe@helcom.fi
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8.6 The Meeting took note of the clarification that the Biological Effects Team and the joint drafting 
group with OSPAR and ICES are separate from each other, the latter focusing on a specific time-limited task, 
while same experts could take part in both work strands. 

8.7 The Meeting also took note of the reminder that State and Conservation Working Group had 
previously not supported the formation of new joint group with OSPAR on this topic and noted the possible 
solution proposed that the joint work proposed in document 8-4 could be presented as one of the tasks 
hosted under the Biological Effects sub-team. 

8.8 The Meeting took note of the planned work towards HOLAS 3 related to hazardous substances 
in sediment cores and noted that the sub-team would welcome new interested participants and any further 
data from the region. Further interest of data should be provided to the Secretariat (owen.rowe@helcom.fi) 
and will be shared with the current sub-team.  

8.9 The Meeting took note of a research article on wide-scope screening of contaminants in the 
white-tailed sea eagle (document 8-2).  

8.10 The Meeting welcomed the offer by Germany to provide additional text as context on the 
outcomes of the screening work for inclusion in the white-tailed eagle indicator to the indicator co-lead 
Sweden, regarding the fact that there are analyses on hazardous substances available and that when the 
contaminants are found in white-tailed eagle it might already be too late to act. The Meeting further took 
note that Sweden has data on contaminants in the eggs of white-tailed sea eagles as well as on shell thickness 
which could also further support the contextual understanding of the indicator.  

8.11 The Meeting pointed out that the study presented in document 8-2 is also relevant for the 
prioritization of substances, providing insight into substances transferred within foodwebs.  

8.12 The Meeting took note of the results of the screening study on hazardous substances in marine 
mammals of the Baltic Sea (document 8-3). 

8.13 The Meeting took note that a three-year follow-up project has started with the aim of creating 
an overview of all the contaminants in marine mammals and the health status of marine mammals in the 
Baltic Sea supporting a possible HELCOM indicator.  

8.14 The Meeting took note that Latvia could be able to provide seal liver samples from 2022 and 
2020 and noted that deep frozen (-20 degrees) liver samples with information about the animal (age, health 
status, where found) could be sent to the project. The Meeting invited Latvia also to inform EG MAMA of the 
possible samples available. 

8.15 The Meeting took note that the screening study utilized the same database and approach (LIFE 
APEX under NORMAN) as the PreEMPT project and that the data are comparable for carrying out broad 
regional overviews in the future. 

8.16 The Meeting took note of a proposal to develop, in the longer term, an early warning indicator 
(e.g. possible surveillance indicator) combining information on studies such as in document 8-2, 8-3 and the 
PreEMPT project, and noted that this topic could be taken up by the screening sub-team. 

8.17  

Agenda Item 9  Any other business 

9.1 The Meeting agreed that the next meeting of the group will be held online in September 2022 
and invited the Secretariat to send out a doodle to set the date. 

9.2 The Meeting thanked Kerstin Varenius for her valuable input to the work of the group in recent 
years and wished her success in her new position. 

9.3 The Meeting took note that the PreEMPT project is progressing and the deadline for sending 
samples to the laboratory is 1 March 2022. 

mailto:owen.rowe@helcom.fi
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9.4 The Meeting took note that the Interreg Baltic Sea Region call has opened and there could be 
potential for a project dealing with hazardous substances. 

9.5 The Meeting took note that there are currently open HORIZON calls published in December 
under the 2021 Work Programme of the Horizon Europe Mission “Restore our Ocean and Waters by 2030”, 
for a total of €83 million, with a deadline of 12 April 2022. The Secretariat also informed that in an early draft 
of HORIZON CL6 they had seen there were listed topics related to emerging contaminants and effects of 
contaminants and encouraged EG HAZ members to keep awareness on this future call. 

Agenda Item 10  Outcome of the Meeting 

10.1 The draft Outcome of the Meeting was adopted via correspondence. 

 

 

  

https://interreg-baltic.eu/get-funding/priorities-2021-2027/priority-2-water-smart-societies/2-1-sustainable-waters/
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-search;callCode=null;freeTextSearchKeyword=horizon-miss-2021-ocean;matchWholeText=true;typeCodes=1;statusCodes=31094501,31094502,31094503;programmePeriod=2021%20-%202027;programCcm2Id=43108390;programDivisionCode=null;focusAreaCode=null;destination=null;mission=null;geographicalZonesCode=null;programmeDivisionProspect=null;startDateLte=null;startDateGte=null;crossCuttingPriorityCode=null;cpvCode=null;performanceOfDelivery=null;sortQuery=sortStatus;orderBy=asc;onlyTenders=false;topicListKey=topicSearchTablePageState
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